
Stookey Township Parks & Recreation Committee 

Meeting Minutes – 10/12/21 

Call to Order 

Roll Call : committee members present 

John Paul Goelz 

Gary L Green 

Mark Bagby 

Brad Dearborn 

Karen Phillips 

Vance Vyers 

The meeting minutes of the 9/9/21 were approved. 

A presentation was requested and given by representatives from Heartland Conservancy, Laura Lyon 
and Jennifer Reiman.  Heartlands Conservancy (HLC)non-for-profit organization offering community 
planning and natural resource management services since 1989. Up on our request they have offered a 
description and quotation of services to assist in our effort to develop a Parks Master Plan for Stookey 
Township.  They advised that they have professionals with expertise in landscape design, recreational 
planning and conservation management and have done several park master plans in the region.  They 
presented an example from Godfry IL.    They recommend grant seeking to assist in covering planning 
costs. Community surveys are used to gather ideas and concerns of residents – data is compiled and 
results reported. The planning process would include plans, purposes, proposed maintenance, as well 
as ongoing management needs. Regular updates on project progress would occur – lots of chances for 
committee feedback and overall direction adjustment. A finished master plan is useful for future grant 
applications for project implementation. A timeline of 9-12 months is typical for such plan development. 
They also offered services to assist in writing grants for consideration.  They’re preliminary project 
estimate is $37045.00 

The RFP for Park Playground replacement is being posted this week and being sent to a vendor list for 
competitive quotations. The parks resurfacing project follows state laws regarding requests for 
quotations – RFP’s have been prepared and sent out to a vendor list.  These allow for a fairly broad 
range of surface option suggestions and quotation. 

The Volunteer Day can be viewed as quite successful – 84 total man-hours were utilized and a number 
of intended projects were accomplished. We cleared the invasive plans and trees along the fence line, 
stained park benches, pruned trees, clearing 8 truck loads of overgrowth, validated the installation of a 
flag pole with our great flag.  

We reviewed the trash can replacement products and the group recommended a 32-Gallon Expanded 
Metal Trash Can with Liner & Dome. Approval was also given to recommend dog waste stations to 
additions to the park.  Recommendations will be forwarded to the trustees.  



The Eagle Scout project is receiving support – $2,300 in funding has been approved by Stookey 
Township committee for equipment.  The $2,300 balance (covering grasses, tools, supplies, etc.) will be 
covered by the Eagle Scout candidate – he will be undertaking various fundraising activities to assist with 
this coverage.    

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 30 – 6:00-7:30pm. 


