Stookey Township Law Enforcement Committee

Committee Meeting
10:00 A.M. August 24, 2023 at the Township Hall

Minutes
The meet was called to order at 10:00 by Chairman Jim Lougeay.

Roll was taken. Present were committee members Jim Lougeay,
John Cahnovsky and Rick Poole. Also present were Lieutenant
Darren Fults and Sergeant James Hendricks of the St. Clair County
Sheriff Department, Road Commissioner Brian Reed, and Barbara
Baldridge of Ogles Neighborhood Watch

Jim suggested that if there were no objections public participation
would be allowed for the duration of the meeting. There were none.

Jim suggested that if there were no objections the agenda would be
modified to make the discussions pertaining to the sheriff department
the next order of business. There were none.

There was much discussion about the Citizens Patrol. Darren and
James both expressed strong reservations for several reasons
including liability of the department and township, and difficulty in
obtaining reliable members. They said that if there were such an
organization it would be viewed as an extension of the department
with many legal entanglements. They also said that the department
would not be allowed to aid in vetting candidates due to legal
restrictions.

They were very supportive of other efforts to reduce crime: Get
neighbors to know each other, watch out for each other, get security
cameras and make sure that they work and are recording. They
suggested that the neighborhood watch groups and the township
repeatedly put such suggestions into their periodic communications,
and offered to supply a list of suggestions.

It was decided to go no further with the Citizens Patrol idea.



There was discussion of the reports that the township receives from
the department about activities in the township. They emphasized
that due to regulations imposed on the department there was no
more information that they could release to the public. The Stookey
Patrol reports that we got years ago would be strictly forbidden now.

Barbara left the meeting.

There was discussion of utilization of the radar trailer with
suggestions from the sheriff deputies.

Brian announced that he had parked the radar sign trailer in front of
the building. All went out to examine it and ask questions. Brian said
that he would send the operator’'s manual, which would provide most
of the answers, to Jim.

Lieutenant Fults and Sergeant Hendricks left the meeting.

The discussion about utilization of the radar sign continued. It was
decided that Commissioner Reed would have ultimate authority over
placement of the sign and the duration of any placement. It was also
decided that the sign should display the flashing lights and the “Slow
Down” message at any speed over the posted limits. It was also
decided that the speed display should be turned off if the measured
speed exceeds 10 MPH over the posted limit. Other operating
parameters should be developed as experience is gained with the
system.

There was discussion about the waiver for the sign placement. It was
agreed that there would probably be strong pushback from residents
and it was decided to recommend eliminating the waiver requirement.
Jim said that he would voice the concerns to Supervisor Bagby.

The minutes of the previous meeting were discussed and approved.

A motion to adjourn was made my Jim and seconded by John. All
were in favor. Meeting adjourned at 11:40.

Meeting notes by Rick, transcribed by Jim



