Resolution No. 2024- 006

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A TOWNSHIP CLERK APPARENT
CONFORMITY POLICY for REFERENDA & NOMINATING PETITIONS
FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF STOOKEY

WHEREAS, Stookey Township (“Township”) is a body politic of the County of St.
Clair, State of Illinois, operating under the Illinois Township Code (60 ILCS 1 ef seq.); and

WHEREAS, the Illinois Election Code ILCS 10 ILCS 5/10-8 determines whether
certificates of nomination and nomination papers and petitions to submit public questions to a
referendum submitted to the Township related to candidates for offices and regarding issues
under the jurisdiction of Stookey Township are in “Apparent Conformity” with basic
Election Code requirements.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained, by the Township of Stookey as follows:

Section 1: The forgoing recitals shall be and are hereby incorporated as findings of fact
as if said recitals were fully set forth herein.

Section 2: The Stookey Township Clerk Apparent Conformity Policy for

Referenda & Nominating Petitions, included as Exhibit A to this Resolution, is hereby
adopted.

Section 3: Repeal of Conflicting Provisions. All Resolutions and policies or parts
thereof, in conflict with the provisions of this Resolution are, to the extent of the conflict,
expressly repealed on the effective date of this Resolution.

Section 4: Severability. If any provisions of this Resolution or application thereof to any
person or circumstances is ruled unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, such invalidity shall not
affect other provisions or applications of this Resolution that can be given effect without the
invalid application or provision, and each invalid provision or invalid application of this
Resolution is severable.

Section 5: The Township Clerk is directed by corporate authorities to publish this
Resolution. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect after its passage.
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APPROVED this 3rd day of September 2024

By

Attest:

Frazier Garner, Township Clerk
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Mark P Bagby, Stookey To
Supervisor
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Exhibit A

STOOKEY TOWNSHIP CLERK APPARENT CONFORMITY POLICY
ON REFERENDA & NOMINATING PETITIONS

OVERVIEW

The Stookey Township Clerk is charged under the Illinois Election Code ILCS 10 ILCS 5/10-8 to
determine whether certificates of nomination and nomination papers, and petitions to submit public
questions to a referendum submitted to the Township related to candidates for offices and regarding issues
under the jurisdiction of Stookey Township are in “Apparent Conformity” with basic Election Code
requirements:

POLICY

The intent of the Stookey Township Clerk’s Office is to certify all certificates of nomination, nomination
papers, and petitions to submit public questions to a referendum that are in “apparent conformity.” In
making that determination, the Stookey Township Clerk will conduct a limited review of the petitions to
determine whether such petitions meet the following basic requirements:

Statement of Candidacy
Designation of office sought, candidate’s signature, notarization of candidate’s signature with notary seal,
designation of term of office.

Nomination Petition(s) Sheet:

Designation of office sought, completed circulator’s statement notarized, petition sheets signed by
electors, original petition sheets consecutively numbered, securely fastened together before filing (stapled
or bound, not paper clipped), whether the filed nominating sheets contain gross signatures equal to the
minimum number of signatures required for the office sought while not exceeding the maximum set out
in the Election Code.

Statement of Economic Interest
Receipt from St Clair County Clerk evidencing the filing of the Statement of Economic Interests
(must be filed by last day of filing nominating papers)

Once filed with the Clerk, the Stookey Township Clerk has no legal authority to and will not return any
nominating papers. Candidates are solely responsible to understand and comply with the Election Code
and submit. In the event a candidate or advocates of a public question for referenda are told their petition
is inadequate they must start the entire process from the beginning with new paperwork including
obtaining newly collected original signatures.

Candidates will be informed verbally within 24 hours after the time of their filing if their petitions are not
in “apparent conformity”.

A certified letter will also be sent which outlines what in their filing is not in “apparent conformity”.

Candidates will have until the close of the filing period to file petitions that are in “apparent conformity.”
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THE TOWNSHIP CLERK’S OFFICE DOES NOT PROVIDE LEGAL ADVICE
The Stookey Township Clerk’s Office does not provide legal advice or legal assistance.

Discussions with Stookey Township Clerk or employees during the filing process should not be
considered legal advice. Prospective candidates should consult with competent legal counsel when
preparing their nomination papers.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The acceptance and certification of nominating petitions by the Stookey Township Clerk does not
constitute a decision or ruling on the validity of the petitions pursuant to the Illinois Election Code.
Petitions may be challenged for any number of reasons under the Election Code. The Stookey Township
Clerk will make no representations and offers no assurances regarding the outcome of potential legal
challenges to any petition.

CANDIDATE RESPONSIBILITIES

Candidates are responsible for completing their nominating packets in full compliance with the Election
Code. For more information on nominating petition filing, candidates are encouraged to review the most
current version of the Illinois State Board of Elections’ Candidate’s Guide at: https://www.elections.il.gov
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