MEMORIALS
Stookey Township Parks Policy

INTRODUCTION

Stookey Township recognizes the wish of some residents to remember loved ones with a
memorial in green spaces such as Stookey Township Parks. It is important to rgmember that our
parks our enjoyed by a wide range of park users and residents. The Township aims to ensure that
the memorial process is managed and regulated for the mutual benefit of all.

PURPOSE

To allow individuals and groups to arrange for a memorial to be placed on designated Stookey
Township Parks property, and to ensure that the proposed locations and memorials are consistent
with adopted park plans, construction standards, and placement guidelines.

AUTHORITY

The Parks and Recreation Committee is authorized to propose rules, regulations, and policies
governing all public park grounds, park and recreation facilities, and open space in the Township
and final approval will be made by the Township Board.

NOT ALLOWED

The Township does not permit the placing, burial or scattering of human or pet remains cremated
or otherwise in Township owned properties.

No memorial tribute or mementos such as vases, urns, candles, statues, solar lights, obleisks,
flowers, wreaths, balloons or other ornamentation should be placed around a bench, tree,
monument or other location.

TYPES OF MEMORIALS

Trees: Existing trees that have been established for at least two (2) years
and larger than 10 inches in diameter are eligible for memorials.
Donors also may request that a new tree be planted as a memorial.
The planting site and requested species are coordinated through
the Township Supervisor or their designee. Trees will only be
planted in the Spring or Fall and are based on availability and
placement space available. See Exhibit C for trees can be chosen
for planting.

Benches: Benches are available for memorials in certain park areas and
include a concrete pad to meet ADA requirements.

Trailhead Plaques: Memorials are available at the start of a newly constructed trail on
Township-owned open space reserves or parks. To be eligible for
a trailhead plaque, the donation must be specific to the trail and
must have assisted in the cost of the trail construction. A minimum
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contrit?ution of $15,000 shall be accepted. These memorials are
established for the lifespan of the trail.

Park Amenities: E)fist?ng park amenities or the installation of new features such as
drinking fountains, permanent picnic tables, and individual pieces

of playground equipment that meet current safety requirements
may be considered for memorials.

Park.and Facility Installation of an entire facility or amenity that fulfills an identified

Naming Opportunities: public recreation need oris a system improvement that is consistent
with the adopted master plan, or is a proposed trail or trailhead
name within Township-owned park space, that is new or has

been gifted to the Township, may be considered by the Parks and
Recreation Committee for naming opportunities and will be reviewed
according to this established policy.

Memorial Bricks: Some park amenities involve the installation of brick paths or brick
features. As opportunities become available, individual memorial
bricks may be offered for purchase. These memorials are
established for the lifespan of the facility or amenity.

LOCATION

As the steward of the parks and Township-owned open space reserves, the Parks and Recreation
Committee will control and manage the location, placement, spacing, and number of all memorials
on park properties and trails. Preference will be expressed for memorials on existing amenities,
but opportunities to provide memorials on a new amenity may be allowed if they conform to the
following four (4) basic location requirements:

1. They do not materially detract from the significance or quiet value of an existing
memorial or the park or open space reserve itself: and

2. They do not conflict with a primary public purpose or facility; and

3. They comply with the Parks and Recreation Master Plan; and

4 They do not pose a potential public safety or security risk.

A particular park location may reach a saturation point with memorials. Therefore, the Township
reserves the right to limit acceptance of memorial installations for any park or location. In all cases,
the Township will seek to ensure that new ancillary park features, such as trash receptacles and
park signs, are not placed too close to an existing memorial out of respect for the prior donor’s
contribution to the Township’s parks, open space reserves, and recreation facilities.

When a prospective donor requests a memorial, heavy consideration will be given to the primary
use of public open space. While appropriate memorials may enrich a park experience, public open
space is also a very precious commodity, and memorials will be carefully reviewed to balance
these two public benefits to protect the greater good. For maintenance purposes, memorials will
be accepted only for developed park settings or established trails and trailheads.
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RECOGNITION OF MEMORIALS

For dedicated facilities, major park amenities, monuments, and 'grail or trai.Ihead ngming,
appropriate recognition of donors and/or the memorialized person will k')e‘ coordinated with the
Township and will be consistent with the Township’s policies and with existing legal standards.

For all other park or open space memorials, plaques are ordered and installed by the‘Township.
Plaque size is determined by the amenity to which it is attached. The plagues are set in concrete
or affixed to an object and may be a metal plate, granite, bronze plaque, or a similarly durable
material approved by the Township. Upon compliance with the four (4) location requirements set
forth above, the Township shall approve all memorial plaques which conform to the following:

1. First line of introductory text shall be limited to one of the approved phrases on
the attached list (see Exhibit A) or left blank.
2. Second line is limited to the name of a person or persons, including a title or
affiliation, or an animal or animals.
3. Third line is limited to calendar dates (such as birth and death dates or other
calendar dates of significance) or is left blank.
Examples:
In Memory of In Recognition of
Jane Marie Doe Buddy the dog Boy Scout Troop 12
1942 — 2009 1995-2009 2009

Only words and numbers will be allowed. Symbols, images, artwork, commercial messages,
obscenity, and libelous statements will not be accepted. Identification of the donor is allowed if
space on the plaque is available. A maximum of 28 characters, including spaces and punctuation
are permitted for each line.

All requests for memorial plaque text that is similar to, but not exactly the same as, the examples
contained in Exhibit A will be considered, but shall not be allowed unless and until reviewed by
the Parks and Recreation Committee or by the Township Supervisor and approved by the
Township Board.

MEMORIAL INVENTORY

All approved memorial applications shall include a description of the memorial, date of installation,
name and address of donor, location, plaque text, and life expectancy of the memorial. All units
responsible for memorials must forward the original copy of the memorial application to the Parks
and Recreation Committee to be cataloged in the Memorial Inventory.

COST

Costs of established memorial programs are reviewed annually according to the Township Board.
Costs are based on original purchase price, installation, cost of plaque, and plaque installation,
and include a contingency for repair.

RENEWAL AND DISCONTINUANCE
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Stookey Township will make reasonable efforts to contact the donor or their heirs in advance of
the expiration of a memorial so that donors may request a renewal (if permitted) at their expense.

Renewals will be granted if the memorial remains in compliance with the four (4) location
requirements set forth above.

In the event of replacement or upgrading, the original memorial plaque may be reused or replaced
with a new plaque at the donor’s direction and cost. In the event a memorial is to be discontinued,
the plaque will be offered to the donor or their heirs at no charge.

MAINTENANCE

Department staff will care for and maintain memorials consistent with the Township’s maintenance
standards. Damaged or vandalized memorials will be repaired if possible. Plant material will be
trimmed as necessary to prevent a dangerous condition. Should the plant/tree become diseased,
damaged or unsightly, the Township reserves the right to remove it. Stookey Township can offer
no guarantee or obligation, legal or otherwise, to maintain or replace donations that are
vandalized, lost, stolen or otherwise damaged or destroyed. Once the memorial deteriorates, it
will be removed and no longer be part of the memorial inventory.

RELOCATION
Stookey Township provides memorials in locations that are considered permanent during the
identified term of the memorial. However, future circumstances may arise requiring the relocation

of a memorial. The Township will make reasonable attempts to work with the donor to agree upon
a relocation site. The costs of memorial relocation will be the responsibility of the Township.

Donor-requested relocation will be reviewed by the Township to determine appropriateness of
the proposed location, with all expenses borne by the donor.

In all cases, Stookey Township will have the final decision on memorial location.

APPROVED DATE

By: [

Township Supervisor

—h, 7 “/n‘ /,7~~/ Qf, ¢ /‘ .'/;;\‘;_.{:
By: — 7 /»(i//?/‘t,‘ —— bt ( (
Township Ctérk
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Exhibit A

Memorial Plaque Introduction Choices
IN HONOR OF
To HONOR THE LIFE OF
IN CELEBRATION OF
CELEBRATING THE SPIRIT OF
CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
IN OBSERVANCE OF
IN MEMORIAM OF
IN MEMORY OF
. IN APPRECIATION OF
10. IN RECOGNITION OF
11.IN REMEMBRANCE OF
12. IN COMMEMORATION OF
13.IN THANKS
14. THANKS TO
15. DONATED IN THANKS TO
16. DONATED TO/BY/FOR
17. DONATED IN MEMORY OF
18. DONATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF
19. KINDLY DONATED BY THE
20. THIS “AMENITY” DONATED TO/BY
21. THIS “AMENITY” DONATED IN MEMORY OF
22. THIS “AMENITY” DONATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF
23. “FAMILY NAME, INDIVIDUAL, OR ORGANIZATION” DONATES THIS “AMENITY” TO/FOR
24. DONATED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
25. DONE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
26.A GIFTTO/BY
27.CONTRIBUTED TO/BY
28. PRESENTED TO/BY
29. DEDICATED TO/FOR
30. DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF
31. DEDICATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF
32. DEDICATED ON BEHALF OF
33. THIS “AMENITY” DEDICATED TO/FOR
34.THIS “AMENITY” DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF
35. THIS “AMENITY” DEDICATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF
36. ON BEHALF OF
37.IN OUR HEARTS FOREVER
38.0H How WE Miss You
39. PLANTED BY
40. THIS TREE PLANTED AS PART OF
41.THIS TREE PLANTED BY

©CO~NOOA LN =
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42.THIS TREE PLANTED IN MEMORY OF

43.THIS TREE PLANTED IN LOVING MEMORY OF

44. THESE TREES PLANTED BY

45. THESE TREES PLANTED IN MEMORY OF

46. THESE TREES PLANTED IN LOVING MEMORY OF

47.PRESENTED BY/TO

48.FOR/TO ‘

49. FOR/TO OUR “FRIEND OR FAMILY RELATION (SON, DAUGHTER, BROTHER, SISTER,

FATHER, MOTHER, PARENT, AUNT, UNCLE, GRANDFATHER, GRANDMOTHER,
GRANDPARENTS, ETC.)”

50.IN LOVING MEMORY OF

51.IN MEMORY OF OUR “FRIEND OR FAMILY RELATION (SON, DAUGHTER, BROTHER,
SISTER, FATHER, MOTHER, PARENT, AUNT, UNCLE, GRANDFATHER, GRANDMOTHER
GRANDPARENTS, ETC.)"

52.IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR “FRIEND OR FAMILY RELATION (SON, DAUGHTER,
BROTHER, SISTER, FATHER, MOTHER, PARENT, AUNT, UNCLE, GRANDFATHER,
GRANDMOTHER, GRANDPARENTS, ETC.)”

53. BELOVED “FRIEND OR FAMILY RELATION (SON, DAUGHTER, BROTHER, SISTER,
FATHER, MOTHER, PARENT, AUNT, UNCLE, GRANDFATHER, GRANDMOTHER,
GRANDPARENTS, ETC.)"

54.FOR OUR FURRY FRIEND(S)

95. “FRIEND OR FAMILY RELATION (SON, DAUGHTER, BROTHER, SISTER, FATHER,
MOTHER, PARENT, AUNT, UNCLE, GRANDFATHER, GRANDMOTHER, GRANDPARENTS,
ETC.)” IN OUR HEARTS FOREVER

56. FOREVER LOVED

57. REMEMBERING “FRIEND OR FAMILY RELATION (SON, DAUGHTER, BROTHER, SISTER,
FATHER, MOTHER, PARENT, AUNT, UNCLE, GRANDFATHER, GRANDMOTHER,
GRANDPARENTS, ETC.)”

58. FOREVER CHERISHED

59.IN FOND REMEMBRANCE

60. ALWAYS IN OUR THOUGHTS

61. UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN

62. MISSING YOU ALWAYS

63. EVERLASTING LOVE

’
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Exhibit B

Application for Memorial

Date:
Name of Requestor:
Phone Number:

e-mail address:

Type of memorial requested (check one):

__Bench __Benchw/plaqgue __ Tree

___Naming opportunity

Text for Plaque:
Line 1:
Line 2:

Line 3:

__Tree w/plaque __ Trailhead plaque __ Park Amenity

Specifics of memorial (please explain desired location, proposed memorial, type of tree, etc. so that the

Committee can review the request):

Cost:

Committee Approval/Denial:

Township Board Approval/Denial:
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Exhibit C

Possible Tree Choices

American Basswood

American Beech

American Hornbeam

Blackgum

Dogwood

Elm

Honeylocust (thornless)

Ironwood

Kentucky Coffeetree

Maple

Oak

Redbud

River Birch

Sassafras

Sumac

Sycamore

Tulip Tree

nursery
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